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CONFIDENTIAL ABIDJAN 0651 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: CG, AO, FR 

SUBJECT: FRENCH INITIATIVE ON MOBUTO-NETO RECONCILIATION 
REF: (A) 77 ABIDJAN 10382, (B) STATE 014402, (C) ABIDJAN 497 

1 . THOUGH WE HAVE NO INFORMATION ON THE FRENCH 
INITIATIVE DESCRIBED IN REFTEL B, IT DOES NOT SOUND 
IMPROBABLE, AND COULD EASILY HAVE BEEN DISCUSSED WITH 
HOUPHOUET DURING GISCARD'S JUST-CONCLUDED FIVE- 

DAY VIST TO IVORY COAST. JOINT COMMUNIQUE STATES GISCARD AND 
HOUPHOUET DISCUSSED AFRICAN PROBLEMS, MENTIONING SPECIFICALLY 
ONLY THE HORN AND SOUTHERN AFRICA. HOWEVER, IT IS 
VERY LIKELY THAT, DURING THEIR SEVERAL TETE-A-TETES, 

GISCARD AND HOUPHOUET ALSO DISCUSSED ANGOLA AND RE- 
LATED SUBJECTS, INCLUDING ANY ONGOING OR IMMINENT 
FRENCH INITIATIVES IN THE AREA. 

2. MOREOVER, HOUPHOUET WOULD BE THOROUGHLY INCLINED 
TO SUPPORT AN INITIATIVE - PARTICULARLY A FRENCH 
INITIATIVE - AIMED AT RECONCILING MOBUTO AND NETO. 

AS REPORTED REFTEL (A) HOUPHOUET HIMSELF ATTEMPTED 
LAST SUMMER TO ARRANGE A MEETING BETWEEN MOBUTO 
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AND NETO IN IVORY COAST. ACCORDING TO HOUPHOUET, 

BOTH AGREED TO MEET BUT AT THE LAST MOMENT NETO 
BACK DOWN UNDER SOVIET PRESSURE. 
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